
October 1, 2020
9 am to Noon

9:00 a.m.  Welcome by Big Country Manufacturing Alliance  

9:15 a.m.  Made in the Big Country – Delivered Worldwide:      
Video highlights of careers and employers in the Big Country 

9:30 a.m.  Ask a Manufacturer:  Q&A with representatives 
from area manufacturers

10:15 a.m. Break

10:30 a.m.  Keynote: Christopher Slijk, Assistant Economist     
and Certified Business Economist, Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas 
Manufacturing in the Big Country and Beyond: Impact and Insights

11:15 a.m.  Q&A with Keynote Presenter

Christopher Slijk is an assistant 
economist at the Federal Reserve Bank 
of Dallas. As a member of the Research 
Department’s regional group, Slijk’s 
work focuses on economic growth in 
Texas and the Eleventh Federal Reserve 
District. He coordinates the production 
and written releases of the Dallas Fed’s Texas Service Sector and 
Retail Outlook Surveys and the Eleventh District Agricultural 
Survey. He also produces articles for various Bank publications 
and academic journals. His background includes work in time-
series forecasting, real-time data analysis, and regional economic 
development. Slijk is a Certified Business Economist by the 
National Association of Business Economics. He has a BA in 
economics from Cornell University.


